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used. We spoke of our first meeting in Aleppo, of the inter-
view made possible by the use of a secret courier in 1921,
of the interview of October of the following year, and finally
discussed the home and foreign policy of Turkey.
Ataturk did not look much older, but the struggles and the
responsibility of the past few years had left their mark. His
face was lined, and bleaker than before. His eyes had a graver,
more serious expression, and that impression of immense
strength was intensified. He now reminded me of a lion
resting between two kills.
Half an hour later I took my leave. I had not made the
trip to Ankara in vain.
On October 2nd I witnessed the evacuation of Constantin-
ople by the Allied troops. The British military police forbade
any photographs or films to be taken of the event. The British
Tommy has proved his courage so often that this regulation
was quite superfluous, for I am convinced that the existence
of the British Empire would not have been threatened by
pictorial proof that the English soldier has a back. On the
other hand, I do admit that the consistent determination to
deny this fact of anatomy has been largely responsible for the
building up of the Empire. Throughout their history, the
English have avoided retreat; when, however, one wishes
to go home without retreating an inch, one has no choice
but to go right ahead on the theory that owing to the Earth's
curvature one will reach home in the end. In doing this, the
traveller unavoidably enters more and more strange countries,
and when he happens to be there, he might as well hoist
the Union Jack on the spot. That, I suspect, is how the
British Empire arose from out the azure main.
When the Allied troops were safely on board, and General
Sir Charles Harington, whose tact had been of great service
to his country, stepped on to the launch which was to take
him on board H.M.S. Arabia^ a petty-officer of the Turkish
navy was standing beside me. He watched the diminishing
form of the former commander of the Allied forces, then